


























Berlin Fashion Week Reboots on an UpbeatBerlin Fashion Week Reboots on an Upbeat
MoodMood
Berlin Fashion Week reshapes with a stronger program.Berlin Fashion Week reshapes with a stronger program.

FASHION / DESIGNER AND LUXURY

By Quynh Tran on January 19, 2020

BERLINBERLIN —— After seasons of ongoing struggles for direction, a reshaped Berlin

Fashion Week entered the new decade with different formats.

Rebooted with a more concise three-day program with 15 presentations,

Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week kicked off the fall 2020 women’s season with a

group show by South African designers Clive Rundle, Floyd Avenue, Viviers

Studio and Rich Mnisi as part of its talents initiative.

Besides usual suspects like Lena Hoschek and Sportalm, MBFW succeeded in

wooing back brands like DSTM, Nobi Talai, Last Heirs, Odeeh and Wolfgang

Joop with his new line looks, brands that presented off-schedule or opted out

altogether during recent seasons. It was likely thanks to the vast new venue at

Kraftwerk Berlin, a defunct power station that captured the rough spirit of the

city and provided for a public exhibition hall, a 150-foot runway and a more

intimate studio that once housed famed techno club Tresor. At Kraftwerk and

off-site, brands focused on their strengths as pragmatic niche concepts.

“The constellation with runway, studio and a public installation space was

very well received by both, designers and visitors. The atmosphere was great

and it just felt right,” said Marcus Kurz, managing director of organizing
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and it just felt right,” said Marcus Kurz, managing director of organizing

producer Nowadays. The public exhibition that included looks by local

designers like Vladimir Karaleev and art installations by Armin Morbach, he

added, attracted some 11,000 visitors. The live-stream and social media

engagement increased significantly, too, although final numbers are yet to be

confirmed.

But the location wasn’t the only novelty after 13 years of fashion weeks and

five years of activity of the first Fashion Council Germany. Despite requiems

on the end of the city as a fashion hub with the continuous disappearance of

brands and presentation formats since Berlin Fashion Week launched, the

city has remained the go-to spot for the German market. And there’s a new

sense of pragmatism as many of the local designers have carved out strategies

in face of the limitations of lacking fashion industry infrastructure.

Michael Sontag has continued his line with a store in Kreuzberg after

debuting at fashion week in 2009 and is a creative consultant for the revived

Weimar-era brand Valentin Manheimer. Tutia Schaad, former cofounder of

Perret Schaad, has become a design professor and head of the creative arts

faculty of the Berlin branch of Atelier Chardon Savard, while preparing to

launch a label and designing costumes for institutions like Münchner

Kammerspiele and Maxim Gorki Theater. And Dawid Tomaszewski, who

presented his collection at Prince Charles club, produces collections for

teleshopping channel QVC besides his own line — just to name a few paths.

Local partnerships also have gained momentum. Accessories-maker PB 0110

debuted a special bag with actor Lars Eidinger during fashion week,

established midmarket player Seidensticker teamed with Andreas Murkudis

for a shirt edition, and Van Laack continued a successful collaboration with

Wolfgang Joop.

German retailers, too, seem to have become more alert and trustful of

homegrown designers. Department stores like KaDeWe, Hamburg’s Unger or

München’s Lodenfrey are increasingly stocking — and keeping — German

brands like Nobi Talai and William Fan.

Here, highlights of Berlin Fashion Week.

Nobi TalaiNobi Talai

After returning to Berlin from Paris last season, Nobieh Talaei delivered her

best collection yet, a juxtaposition of sharply tailored suits in shades of black,

gray and orange, contrasted with flowing silks in earthy tones and

sophisticated plissés. The prints on the suits, coats, and on her first bags are

drawn from one of the antique Persian kilims she owns. The new decade also

marks a fresh start for Talaei: She will launch her online shop in a few weeks

and expand on her retail structure that already includes stores like Apropos,

Lodenfrey and KaDeWe.

OdeehOdeeh

“We realized we need a presentation platform other than just a showroom to

present our collection, and the new venue offered a good infrastructure. The

timing is slightly early, but it helps to open the season here and get a first

feedback before moving on to Paris,” commented Otto Drögsler on Odeeh’s

return to MBFW. Set against raw concrete, the sounds of Nils Frahm and
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somber Alfred Hitchcock echoes, the duo presented a glamorous collection

with colorful prints and tailored cuts, but added bolder-than-usual

asymmetric shapes and knitwear this season. And they brought some friends

for their comeback: The Odeeh looks were paired with bags by Hamburg-

based accessories manufacturer Stiebich & Rieth and eyewear by Austrian

sustainable brand neubau.

William FanWilliam Fan

William Fan couldn’t have taken his “Berlin” collection to a more symbolic

place than the TV Tower, the highest landmark right in the heart of the city.

Building on his classic tailoring, Fan added evening dresses, abstract T-shirts

and more accessories. While mainly sticking to sharp, clean shapes, he proved

a material maximalist once more — the models paraded a burst of colorful

sequins, velvets, laces and denim. While staying out of e-commerce, Fan plans

to speed up retail expansion with trunk shows and selected brick-and-mortar

shops.

Lou de BètolyLou de Bètoly

Showing on the 21st floor of an empty office building due to be renovated,

Odely Teboul’s “Bourgeoibstrus” collection is handmade entirely of upcycled

materials. Adding to her signature crochet, Teboul deconstructed “bourgeois”

fabrics like gingham check wool, bouclé and crystals, creating a stitched

textile out of established elements.

DSTMDSTM

After debuting at Berlin Fashion Week in 2009, Jen Gilpin returned to the

runway for DSTM’s 10th anniversary with a ballet performance by Berlin-

based contemporary dance choreographer Salvatore Siciliano, accompanied

with live music by Emika. Reflecting the Berghain société’s knack for fetish

with predominantly black leather, latex and silks, adorned with harnesses,

zippers and chains, Gilpin presented a compilation of luxury undergarments

and apparel from ten years to show the sustainability of both, the eco-certified

materials and designs, and how they sit and move on the bodies of the

dancers from all perspectives.
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Das Label DSTM hat sich auf Lingerie spezialiSiert, die in der Berliner Clubszene getragen wird
Im kanadischen Edmonton wird es im 
Winter schon mal minus 40 Grad kalt. Da 
ware es interessant zu analysieren, wa
rum Jen Gilpin bei so kalten Temperatu
ren als Jugendliche ausgerechnet eine Fas
zination filr das Nackigste unter der Klei
dung entwickelte. Die Designerin war 
· 15, als sie begann, sich filr Lingerie zu
• • 

m teress1eren.

Ein paar Tage vor ihrer Jubilaumsschau 
erzahlt Gilpin in ihrer Boutique auf der 
Torstr�e von ihrem Langzeitplan: ,,Un
terwasche reflektiert viel vom weibli

chen Blick auf sich selbst. Der steht heute 
vor allem fiir Power.'' Sie will damit sa
gen, dass Frauen selbstbestimmter und 
positiver auf sich schauen, wodurch sich

stetig ein diverseres Korperbild etabliert. 
Lingerie wie diese, die sich Frauen vor

zugsweise selbst kaufen, die obendrein 
nicht nur Oko-Tex-zertifiziert ist, son
dern auch unter ethisch korrekten Bedin
gungen produziert wird, ware vor ein 
paar Jahren vermutlich noch gar nicht 
wirtschaftlich gewesen. Auch technisch 
musste Gilpin erst erfmderisch werden. 
Damit zum Beispiel ihre BHs auch bei gro
Ben KorbchengroBen ohne Biigel aus
kommen, hat die Designerin so Iange ge
tiiftelt, bis das Ergebnis stimmte. 

• 

Seit 2008 lebt sie in Berlin. Sie wid
mete sich zunachst dem Entwerfen von 
Kostiimen, bis sie ihr Label Don't Shoot 
T he Messenger -griindete, das heute nur 
noch DSTM heiBt und zur Berliner Mode
woche sein zehnjahriges Jubilaum feiert. 
Gilpins Kollektionen waren von Anfang 
an auf eine diistere Art sexy und meistens 
komplett schwarz, wie es in die Berliner 
Clubs passt. Diesem Stil ist die Kanadie
rin treu geblieben. Mittlerweile entwirft 
sie aber nur noch vereinzelt Kleider und 
Strickwaren, DSTM steht heute fiir Linge
rie, Body- und Homewear. 

Zu den Klassikern von DSTM zahlen 
neben Kimonos und Leibgurten halb 

Tanzer und Tanzerinnen des Siciliano 

Contemporary Ballets tanzten Mode vor.

t 
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' 

, 

• 

transparente Catsuits, an denen grafi
sche, blickdichte Flachen aus Leder oder 
Samt gerade das Notigste verdecken. 

Gilpin zeigt personlich, dass ihr Label 
... auch im Alltag funktioniert, fiber ihrem 

Bodysuit tragt sie einfach einen langeren 
Cardigan. Im Berliner Nachtleben wissen 

• 

• 

das viele zu schatzen, ob in Technoclubs 
oder in der boomenden.sexpositiven Par
tyszene. Ihre Entwiirfe filhrten am Mitt
woch Tanzerinnen und T anzer einer jun
gen, alternativen Tanzcompagnie im
Kraftwerk Mitte mit einer exzentrischen 
Choreografie vor. CELINA PLAG
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